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Introduction of the prevention and guarantee system of rare diseases in South Korea and its enlightenment
to China

YANG Yifan, XIE Jinping, SHAO Rong (Research Center of National Drug Policy & Ecosystem, China
Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing 211198, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To provide reference for improving the management of rare diseases in China. METHODS Through
consulting the comprehensive plan for rare disease management in South Korea and relevant laws and regulations, typical
prevention and treatment practices and guarantee measures for rare diseases in South Korea were summarized, and suggestions on
improving the management of rare diseases in China were put forward based on the actual situation in China. RESULTS &
CONCLUSIONS South Korea has established a relatively complete prevention and guarantee system of rare diseases through
dynamic supplementary rare disease list, differentiated rare disease cost assistance programs, and patient organizations providing
supplementary social security. Our country can optimize the management of rare diseases from 4 aspects: establishing a
programmatic action plan for rare disease management, improving the selection procedure of rare disease catalogue, exploring the
establishment of rare disease subsidy strategies and supporting the development of rare disease patient organization.

KEYWORDS rare diseases; South Korea; prevention and treatment; guarantee; orphan drug; China
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